High Bluﬂ on olondo River,
mw"g Dust of Texas.

-(By Mrs: Geo. w& in
"\ Eagle Lake Headfight.)

“The court and other records
‘of Fayette county ‘show evi-
dence of efforts extending over
a period of 80 years to properly

care for the remains and com-{

memomte the deeds: of the men
of Dawson’s command slain at
Salado, Texas, and the men of
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Mier who drew the black beans

and were executed at Salade,
Mexico, resting on Monument
Bluff south of the town of La
Grange in the original tomb in
which they were placed in 1848,
Many of these efforts have to
.do with our State Legislature
Fand's some have borne fruit.
There I8 a monument on the
Fayette County Court House
grounds erected in 1884 dedl-
cated to th¢ memory of those
heroes, Each year on March

6th, Te Heroes Dn§ for more
than 25 years flags placed here,
are- reminders of the great

priated $1000.00 for the purpose

_of-erecting a new vault over the
bones of these heroes, but as
the ground on which the vault
stands was discovered to be pri-
vate property, nothing could be
done, and the money was never
used.

The anson-hasunnd Chap-
ter of the Daughters of the Re-
*public of Texas, organized in
1904, named for Nicholas M.
Dewson and Willlam M. East-

\m\d had for its special purpose,

the hallgwing “of “the spot of *
ground. "
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_County Judge George Willrich |,/

« this manner 36-100 of an acre

-Jdward Manton, iwho was cap-|-

/Leglphture. The late Judge A.
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Two bills were introduced in-|,
to the 26th Legislature, one,|,
House Bill No. 333, regarding|
the acquisition of this’ historic|)
gite for the State of Texas, and
the other asking for an appro- .
priation of funds for a monu- ,
ment,. Under the former a 4
commission was named by ,
Governor Lanham for the: pur—‘
chase of purchasing the site, but |,
in the case no agreement could
be reached, condemnation pro-
ceedings were provided for. The
latter became necessary and

appointed H. Amberg of Ruters-
ville, J. H. Killough and Lad
Vanek of La Grange, to secure
the site and a roadway to same,
as provided for by the Act. In

of ground upon whicl the tomb
Jwas situated and a roadway|'
was acquired for the State of}’
Mexas, and the Dawson-East-
land Chapter. D. R. T. placed
the amount of $351.17 \in the !
hands of the county clerk of
Fayette county for the purpose|!
of reimbursing the owners of
the property.

While these matters werg!l,
pending Mrs, Mary E. Manton,|*
now residing. at Waco, Texas,
then president of the local|®
Chapter D. R. T. and widow of {.

tured -4t Salado, Texas, and!:
other citizens of Fayette coun-
ty, appeared before the com-
mittee on State affairs, 20th

W. Terrell was present and
spoke with eloquence and fer-
vor regarding ‘the bRl inder
conslderation, and etated that
lie would" wish kmewac 8o~
S hat” ren D
pwen Gnn‘m‘on,
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executed on the| -

{said that' he heard the story

|referring to the delicate build

mrch ‘to - Mexlco® City, be|
| brought to.La Grange and plw-

ed along side those of his com-
mdea in mns Judge Terrell

from one who had it from the
lips of Captain Cameron that he
could easily have released him-
self by wlt.hdraw'lng “his hands
through the ropes with which!
he was bound, but as he said,
it would only have served to in-
crease the tortures Inflicted up-
on his comrades. Judge Ter-
rell substantiated the story by

of the man, small hands and

. Brownsyille,

‘|A soldier of the Republic of

-|Texas, one reason, no doubf,

feet, and his Scotch determina-
tion. :

November 29th, 1928, at
Cameron county,
Texas, a tablet was unveiled at
the county court house; bearing
the following Inscription:

“Lest (we forget, this tribute
to Capt. Erwen Cameron lsl
placed here. Born in Highlands
of Scotland in 1811, he was kil-
led” in Mexico, April 25th, 1843.

d

Texas.,. He died with his ra('e to
the foe,”

Monument Bluff, lovg made
sacred with the dust of heroes, |
is one of the beauly spots

for its belng selected for such a
noble purpose. At any time of
the dn) under whatever wesa-
ther conditions, no matter how
often one has stook overlooking
the valley of the Colorado
spread out for miles arovhd, the,
thought comes that it. never
looked so beautiful before. Dr.
Stockton Axson of Rice Insti-
tute after a visit to this spot, re-
marked “that while most towns
put up a bluff of some sort, the

1|bluff at La Grange aroused his

warmest enthusiasm.”
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‘The scultpor, Louis Amatels,
who executed the Rosenberg
memorial to Texas Heroes at
Galveston, was carried away
with the natural beauty of the
scene and had visions of what
could and should be done to en-
hance its historic significance.

Dr. Stark Young, prominent
,writer, upon viewing the old
vault, shortly after a return
from Greece, said: “It reminds
‘me of a Grécian fame, nothing
should be done to” change the
old tomb, but its simple impres-
siveness should be preserved.”

Mrs. Francika Vogt of La
Grange, at the age of 93 years,
retained a vivid mental picture
of the ceremonies attending the
placing of the remains in the
vault. For the two caskets, one
for Dawson men and the other
for the men who drew’ the black
beans, Mrs. Julia Lee Sinks,
mother of Judge Sinks, repre-
sentative from Lee county, pro-
vided a suitable covering otl
Iblack velvet with Texas flags. |
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